
PT720 and PT721  

Orthopedic Practical Examinations Overview 
 

The practical exam for each of the Orthopedic Courses will take place in the main 

practical lab and will be overseen by Jeff, Marwan, Erika, and myself.  

 

Each candidate will be allowed 15-20 minutes to complete his or her assigned tasks. 

 

The examinations will take the form of a short case study interpretation (similar to the 

workshop sheets you will have used in class) to examine your clinical reasoning skills 

through the assessment process and the selection /progression of treatment.  
 

You will also be asked to demonstrate at least two test procedures and/or two treatment 

techniques which will assess your practical skills of evaluation and technique 

performance. 

 

Aim of Examination 

To determine the competence of the candidate to perform passive mobilization and 

manipulation techniques for the spinal component and evaluation through special tests 

accompanied by appropriate diagnosis and treatment in the peripheral component. 

 

Objectives of Examination 

 To apply the techniques/tests to the correct joint or vertebral level 

 To perform the techniques/special tests accurately and safely 

 To perform the techniques at the correct grade. 

 

Techniques 

The candidate must demonstrate their ability to: 

1. Place the patient in an appropriate position for the technique 

2. Position him/herself in such a way so as to apply the techniques and grades 

accurately and efficiently 

3. Perform the techniques accurately and safely as regards direction 

4. Maintain grade/depth of technique 

5. Maintain rhythm/appropriate speed of movement 

 

Evaluation Tests 

The candidate must demonstrate their ability to: 

1. Place the patient in an appropriate position for the test. 

2. Position him/herself in such a way so as to be able to apply the test accurately. 

3. Hold the patient with comfortable manual contact, which will localize the 

movements. 

4. Perform the test accurately and safely as regards direction. 

 

 

 


